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LAUSD Arts Education Branch Launches 
Arts Community Network (ACN) Program 

                  Arts Education Branch Partners with Community Arts Organizations to 
                              Bring Art Education to more L.A. Unified Students 
 
Los Angeles, CA — The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Arts Education Branch recently hosted an 
Arts Community Network (ACN) Launch event at the 24th Street Theatre. Through its Arts Community Network 
(ACN), LA Unified supports organizations that enhance student arts education experiences while 
complementing the work of its certificated arts teacher workforce. 
 
The meeting included representatives from 43 different arts organizations who will partner with LA Unified’s 
most underserved schools on the arts equity index to provide after-school and some in-school programs. 
Through approval of the LA Unified Board of Education, the Arts Education Branch is allocating five million in 
Targeted Student Population funds to this five-year program to create lasting partnerships between 
organizations and schools. 
 
Sel Kardan, Colburn President and Chief Executive Officer, said, “The Colburn School is committed to bringing 
excellent performing arts education and experiences to thousands of LAUSD students each year through our 
community engagement programs. Our collaboration with teachers and administrators helps us identify those 
students who are likely to gain the greatest benefit from access to the arts, and we invite those young people 
to take part in our intensive performing arts education programs. I am extremely proud of Colburn’s community 
engagement efforts and our partnership with LAUSD and the Arts Education Branch, which is helping us 
transform 
young people’s lives.” 
 
Carlos Rogel, SPARC Project Manager and Arts Educator, who was present at the event said, “As SPARC 
artists and educators who grew up going to LA Unified schools, we are thrilled to see a future energized by the 
range of talented ACN arts educators in the room; collectively we will advance a transformative arts education 
for our students, their classroom instructors, and families. The power of this arts investment not only lies in how 
it influences the student's’ educational experience, but also in their exploration of identity, culture, and 
community.” 
 
This valuable arts education initiative comes at no cost to the schools’ existing budgets. Rory Pullens, the Arts 
Education Branch Executive Director shared, “This long term partnership demonstrates the commitment that 
LAUSD has to insuring that every student experiences the transformative power of the arts.” 
 
The meeting set a positive, collaborative partnership tone between the AEB and its community arts partners 
that provide theatre, dance, visual arts, music, media, and film opportunities for students. ACN members were 
informed about the process that would allow them to begin servicing over 20,000 additional students annually 
as early as January 2017. 
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